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REMEMBER – 

THERE IS NO 
CHARGE to join 
the Great British 

Furniture 
promotional 

scheme – if you 
are interested & 
to establish if 

you meet the 
criteria please 

contact 
Mike Dimond 
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 
An owner of shopping centre is looking to purchase 
new ‘quirky’ seating (between 100-150 units) to go 
into its malls in 12 of its UK shopping centres. Mixture 

of materials but mainly foam plus coating or fabric. If 
you wish to provide a quote for similar items to their 

concept designs or offer off-the-shelf alternatives (click 
here to see existing designs) please contact 
mikedimond@bfm.org.uk who will arrange contact to 

be made. 
 

 
An audio System retailer is looking for manufacturer of 
a new range of speaker cabinets made from MDF, 
spray finished to a high standard. Initially in batches of 

around 150 cabinets.   If you are interested please 
contact: mikedimond@bfm.org.uk 

 
A manufacturer is sought for an initial order of 
approximately 100 high-quality hardwood dining tables 

to novel design for which a UK patent and design is 
pending. The patent application would form the 
specification for the quotation. 

    
Since the patent application is pending, interested 

parties would be required to sign a non-disclosure 
agreement prior to receiving the specification.  
If you are interested please contact: 

mikedimond@bfm.org.uk 
 

 
An interior designer has aspirations to produce his own 
product ranges (chairs & stools initially).  The 

materials used would be polycarbonate for some items 
and oak/beech/mahogany with alternative upholstery 

using leather/fabric for others. At this stage the 
designer is enquiring whether any manufacturer would 
be interested in being involved in this project.  If you 

are interested please contact: 
mikedimond@bfm.org.uk  
 

 
An individual is looking for a company to advise on the 
manufacture of a new range of wooden flat pack 

furniture he has designed. The project is in 
development.  If you are interested please contact: 
mikedimond@bfm.org.uk 

  

 
 



 

 

If you 

want 
pictures of 
your 

products 
featured 

on the BFM 
web site 
home page 

slideshow 
or change 

your BFM 
company 
directory 

pages  
please 

contact: 

Mike 

Dimond 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

FURNITURE MANUFACTURE - 

STATE OF TRADE & FINANCIAL 

RATIOS 
The BFM’s June State of Trade Survey is an important 
one in the series as it comes mid-way through the 
year and looks back at actual performance over the 
preceding months and expectations for the coming 

period.  

On balance, the industry is showing its first positive 
view of the general business situation in June since the 
recession began in 2008. The BFM’s survey concurs 

with the British Chambers of Commerce latest 
quarterly analysis which showed that business 

confidence was at its highest for 6 years. 

Furniture manufacturers appear to be seeing a ray of 
hope having suffered a poor trading climate for so 
long, one perhaps which is not fully reflected in actual 

performance yet. However, new order intake and total 
output all showed signs of improvement which was 
expected to continue as we headed through the 

summer into autumn. 

Gross profit margins on balance too showed a positive 
trend and according to official government figures 
materials and fuel purchased by furniture 

manufacturers were only 0.3% higher in May 2013 
than the same period last year. 

Notably however the state of trade survey shows that 
most companies that purchased leather experienced 

price increases for these products of 6% on average in 
the last 4 months. 

June is also the time that the BFM surveys financial 
ratios in companies which is another measure of 

performance. The survey analyses 4 ratios as a 
percentage of sales (the combined total making 
100%). It looks at total overheads, distribution costs, 

direct labour & materials and net profit.  

The survey showed that only 12% of the respondents 
reported making a loss (8%) or being at breakeven 
(4%). This compares to an equivalent figure of 42% in 

2012 year and 48% in 2011. 

 
FISP – Furniture Industry 

Sustainability Programme  
FISP provides a company with the ability to prove its 
sustainability credentials which is becoming more and 

more important when securing sales and meeting 
tender requirements.  FISP membership demonstrates 

that a company is taking its environmental and 
corporate social responsibility obligations seriously. 
FISP is backed by the entire furniture industry and is 

the mark of sustainable excellence.  
 



 

 
BFM member companies who have not had a visit this 

year from Alistair Bromhead – BFM Health, Safety & 
Environment Consultant – are able to join FISP for no 
fee other than an administration charge of £50 (plus 

VAT) which BFM passes on to FISP. Otherwise, 
Alistair’s preferential daily rate applies of £450 (plus 

VAT). To contact Alistair: a@abromhead.co.uk Tel: 

07932 674707. 
 

 

WILL FORMALDEHYDE BE RE-

CLASSIFIED?   
Various EU initiatives are seeking to tighten the 

hazardous classification of formaldehyde – thereby 
increasing the level of control required. The concerns 

centre around the potential carcinogenic (cancer 
causing effects).  
 

Historically formaldehyde was classed as category 2 (a 
suspected human carcinogen). In 2011, France 

proposed to classify formaldehyde as a category 1A 
substance (one that is known to have human 
carcinogenic properties. In Nov 2012, the EU 

regulatory body proposed to classify formaldehyde as 
carcinogen category 1B (suspected human 

carcinogen).  
 
From the furniture sector perspective, the implications 

of a tighter classification on a substance are: 

>Increased cost due to a requirement on the 

manufacturers, suppliers and users of the 
substance (e.g. the board material manufacturers 
are the main users of formaldehyde for the sector) 

to conduct detailed risk assessments and justify 
why the substance has to be used 

>Increased pressure to substitute for a less 
harmful alternative.  

>Elimination – if the risk outweighs the potential 

benefit 

Timeline 
The process of classification is a long one. A formal 

vote (for 1B classification) will be held in September 
2013 and if accepted, April 2015 is the date after 

which it will be mandatory for industry to classify and 
label formaldehyde as carcinogen 1B. 
 

Under REACH (Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation 
and Restriction of Chemicals), there will be pressure to 

add formaldehyde to the “Authorisation List”, under 
which it cannot be used without authorisation. This 
means that manufacturers, importers and users have 

to apply for authorisation if they want market or use 
formaldehyde. This is a very long process (7-8 years) 

involving different committees of ECHA preparing 
opinions (including socio-economic analysis). 
 



 

The final decision to grant or not the authorization for 
each of the different uses applied for is made by the 

Commission. 
 
Another possibility is that a Member State proposes a 

restriction for formaldehyde. This means that some 
uses of formaldehyde can be banned in the EU. Again 

this is a very long process (almost 5 years). The 
advantage of restriction over authorization is that it 
can cover imported articles (e.g: wood panels or 

furniture) which means that it would apply equally to 
imported furniture.  

By Alistair Bromhead – BFM Health, Safety & 

Environment Consultant   

Tel: 07932 674707 

a@abromhead.co.uk 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


